We welcome the correspondence from Mr Thumbikat and Mr Tophill outlining their experience with patients with spinal cord injury. We agree that the possibility of other diagnoses for the late onset of autonomic dysreflexia should be considered and these were excluded following referral to a consultant neurologist. In this patient treatment of erectile dysfunction was discussed with regard to using agents which would simultaneously reduce his blood pressure. In view of the patient's low resting blood pressure (93/50 mmHg) and extreme rise at ejaculation (325/210 mmHg) the patient (not ourselves) decided against pursuing treatment any further for his erectile dysfunction.
Fiona McBride Wallace Dinsmore
Royal Victorial Hospital, Belfast BT12 6BA Northern Ireland, UK
Preputioplasty
Mr Barber and his colleagues describe parents' evaluations of preputioplasty (September 2003, JRSM 1 ). We are concerned that in 40% of the children the main indication was asymptomatic phimosis without a history of either recurrent balanoposthitis or voiding dysfunction. In our opinion this group of patients do not require surgical intervention and can safely be reassured and discharged. Our own surgical preference in the management of symptomatic patients is lateral preputioplasty. This procedure involves two laterally placed vertical incisions over the stenotic preputial bands which are subsequently closed horizontally. 2 It provides excellent symptom relief and avoids the unsightly cleft left by a single dorsal incision over a stenotic preputial band. Barber et al. had a rather poor success rate in preventing recurrent balanoposthitis. We think that a severely scarred foreskin is best managed by circumcision. 3 2 Each science has its own language, sometimes called jargon; without these special languages, academic study and accumulation of knowledge would be impossible. Some individuals have exceptional ability to explain scientific ideas in everyday language but this does not do away with the need for the languages of science. One frequently hears today of changing hearts and minds, but the heart is merely a pumping organ and mind a collective noun for many different brain functions. Words such as seeing, memory and emotion describe not single entities but complex cerebral functions. In trying to keep track of developments the public needs to be aware of cultural and language differences and to recognize that, in the phase of problem-solving, scientists may themselves be divided. 
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